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No war for oil!
Strike on    day X !
Preparing for strike action and walkouts against the war. Messages of support and solidarity requested !
ISR Newsletter 8

As the clouds of war gather the tremendous mobilisations of the 15th of February will be followed by action on the 5th, 7th, 15th and 21st of March. In Sweden and Northern Ireland, and Britain school students and students will take strike action against the war. In Britain, in some cases, also the 7th of March will be a day of action. The 15th of March will see new national demonstrations against the war as for example in Belgium. On the 21st of March a European day of action called by the European Trade Union Confederation will take place. Originally this initiative was taken to support the idea of a “social Europe” as opposed to the present neo-liberal one the European Union is building. The day of action is decentralised, so there will be a number of demo’s in different cities. However, the opposition against the war will dominate these events and after our successful offensive to organise, and to help school students organise walkouts and strike action we can take our examples to the organised working class, start a dialogue and seek make the anti-war action more effective.

The example shown in some countries can be extremely inspiring for other ISR groups as for unorganised people. Our website and this newsletter must be used. We ask the ISR-groups to provide us with reports of March 5th, 7th and 15th as soon as possible. 

Finally, the ISR/Youth against the War (Britain), ISR/Elevkampanjen (Sweden) and Youth against the War (Northern-Ireland) are preparing strike-action on March 5th. In both cases school students building for these events have been threatened with disciplinary action if they walk out. We urge all ISR groups to react on the reports below and send messages to be read out at the actions and demonstrations; and messages of international solidarity against disciplinary measures by the administration of schools. 
Germany

ISR/Youth against the war day of action on the 25th of February.

The recently launched campaign Youth Against War has organised a successful day of action on February 25th. The campaign was recently launched by different school students’, students’ and appretices’ anti war committees – many of them initiated by members of SAV (Sozialistische Alternative - German affiliate of the CWI) and Resistance International (German affiliate of International Socialist Resistance, the international anti-capitalist youth organisation).

YAW already exists in 14 different cities with youth in other areas having announced that they are planning to launch it. On February 25th protests were organised in ten cities. Even before this, on Saturday 22nd, 300 young people protested against the war on Iraq at a demonstration in Aachen. In Kassel another 300 youth protested in front of the gates of an arms company – Wegmann. They called on workers to take strike action against the war and especially against the arms industry. Marching through a working class area of Kassel which has a high immigrant population, people were standing in their windows applauding the young demonstrators.

In Berlin, 200 school students marched to the US and British embassy. In their chants and speeches they made clear that their protest was not solely directed against Bush and Blair but also against the de facto support for the US army by the German government. Speakers included a representative of SAV who called for a joint struggle against war and social cuts.

In Cologne, 300 youth marched to the office of the Green Party pointing to the support of their Ministers for the SPD government’s agreement to provide logistical support for the war.

Smaller actions of 40 or more young people occured in Bremen, Hamburg and Rostock. In Bremen the YAW dressed as weapons inspectors and wanted to "inspect the town hall". The police attempted to intimidate these protestors as a result.

One example of how quickly YAW has built support in new areas is that in Bamberg, Bavaria, a school students’ warning strike is planned for February 26th.

The most successful action however was the youth strike in Stuttgart with more than 10,000 participants (see CWI Online from 25 February). An all-out one day strike was able to paralyse the schools and organise one of the largest local anti-war demonstrations in Germany over the last weeks. Speakers included Franca Groener for SAV and Bern Riexinger for the public and service sector trade union Verdi who said that workers should follow the example of the youth strike and called for a five minute stoppage on the day the war starts. For YAW this is certainly not enough. They are planning youth strikes on day X all over the country and are calling and the trade unions and workers to join in the youth demonstrations on that day and take strike actions themselves.

Sascha Stanicic, Berlin
Northern-Ireland.

We reprint the press release of Youth Against the War for the national day of action on the fifth of March. 

YOUTH AGAINST THE WAR
Press Release
SCHOOL STUDENTS GEARING UP FOR WALKOUTS AGAINST THE WAR ON WEDNESDAY MARCH 5th 

MOST SCHOOLS GIVING SUPPORT BUT A NUMBER OF YOUTH AGAINST THE WAR ACTIVISTS THREATENED WITH DISCIPLINARY ACTION IF THEY WALK OUT
School students across Northern Ireland are preparing for walk-outs from school this Wednesday (5th March) as part of an international day of school strikes against the war in Iraq.

 Schools in Belfast, Derry, Lisburn, Newry, Bangor, Omagh, Coleraine and a number of other areas will be affected. The walk-outs have been called by Youth Against the War and so far the response to the call has been overwhelming.

 Youth Against the War spokesperson, Chris Loughlin, today commented: "Our members have been organising support in their schools and have had a huge response. For example in one school in Newry, St Colmans, 350 turned up for a meeting called by Youth Against the War. There was unanimous support for the walk-out call. 

 "During the last week hundreds of school students have joined Youth Against the War and pledged that they will be taking action on Wednesday. In most cases the schools have been sympathetic and  have given some support. 

 "However there have been a number of exceptions. Some of our members have been called before their principals and threatened with disciplinary action if they walk-out. Youth Against the War is demanding that all such threats be withdrawn. School students have a democratic right to protest and it is important that their voice is allowed to be heard against this war for oil."

 Wednesday's action will take different forms in different areas. In most cases it will involve lunchtime protests at school gates. In a number of areas, town centre rallies have been organised.

 Full details of these will be circulated to the media before Wednesday. A press conference is also planned for Tuesday afternoon at which Youth Against the War spokespersons will explain what is happening and what it is hoped the walk-outs will achieve.

 
Sweden

5th of March solidarity message from striking school students in Sweden

Today, Wednesday 5 March, school students are on strike in Stockholm, Gothenburg and other cities in Sweden. In Stockholm the strike will include school students from more than 50 schools and Stockholm University. School Students Against War was initiated by Elevkampanjen/ISR and has grown to a network for all school students that are against the war. 

Our demands are:

- No war for oil - no Swedish support for the war.

- Stop sanctions - food and medicine for people in Iraq

- Support the struggle from workers, youth and oppressed in Iraq against the US and the Saddam dictatorship.

In Stockholm, we march to the Swedish parliament. At the same time, we call for workers and trade unions to participate in the protests and to organise walkouts and strikes aginst the war. 

Mattias Bernhardsson and Sofia Marklund, for School Students Aganist War, Sweden

Please return solidarity messages to: elevkampanjen@socialisterna.org and isrcoordination@yahoogroups.com
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.worldsocialist-cwi.org/pics/feb15isr02.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���








