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A guide to campaigning in school and colleges

Fighting for the right to organise and protest – anti-war student strikes show the way!!

During the massive anti-war movement tens of thousands of school and college students took part in and helped to organise strike action to protest against the war on Iraq. 

The vast majority of school and college strikes were supported by many parents, teachers and the local community. 

In some cases on Day X (the first day of war) teachers also took strike action with their students. These strikes proved that young people are not apathetic, that we care about the world we live in and that we have an important part to play in movements such as the anti-war movement. The strikes showed that young people have a very serious attitude towards our world and have an enormous amount of energy and enthusiasm.

Unfortunately however, in a number of areas school and college students faced the threat of disciplinary action such as detentions and suspensions. In a very few cases students were expelled by education and school authorities for taking part in and organising the strikes.
We opposed all disciplinary action taken against students involved in protests and argued and campaigned against it where we knew about cases happening. We made clear that this was an attack on what should be a democratic right to strike and protest. This shows that there is a need for young people to get organised together on issues which we want to campaign on but that in some schools and colleges we will also need to campaign to have the right to get organised. Young people have the right to be political and should have the right to fight on issues that affect our lives both in and out of school. 
Some ideas for organising campaigns in your school

· If there is a group of you in your school, try and meet up together to decide what things you would like to do in your school. To try and get other students involved, put up some notices to advertise a meeting point (EG: Do you want to help campaign against racism? meet at 3:30pm tomorrow (date) at (place). 
· At the meeting, you could maybe suggest some ideas for campaigning, such as leafleting, advertising events taking place outside of school or college, putting up posters, petitioning, organising debates and protests in school or college. For more ideas see campaign ideas against racism and the BNP. 

· Maybe you could get a newsletter produced (IE: every month), with articles and letters written by students on issues which concern you (IE: On the issue that no weapons of mass destruction have been found in Iraq to continue the campaign against war etc, against education cuts, against racism and sexism, on issues in your school such as school facilities, uniforms etc, and on international issues such as the recent war on Iraq). This could help get information out on campaigns and also encourage people to organise together to get the newsletter out. You will need access to a computer to get it together and somewhere to print copies. So you may have a sympathetic teacher to help you print them (go first to the teacher’s trade union representative – IE: the National Union of Teachers as they may have resources to help you). If this isn’t possible you may need to collect money from people to get a few printed in a shop. If you are in a college, you should approach the Student Union to help. 

· There are many things that can be organised within schools and colleges to help get other students involved in campaigns you want to run. Please get in touch with ISR if you have any more ideas or questions on campaigning in school and college.
If your school won’t let you campaign!
There could be a whole range of problems in trying to organise in your school or college on a campaign. During the strikes against the war on Iraq, some students were told they were not allowed to put up anti-war posters, were not allowed to speak about the war in schools, were not allowed to leaflet and so on. Different reasons were given to try and justify this, but we believe that young people should have the right to get organised together.

During the run-up to the strikes against the war, some school students were told they were too young to strike and protest. We said the following to answer this;
“School students have been accused of being too young to strike and protest. Yet school students can work for peanuts for limited hours from the age of 13. You can join the army with parental consent at the age of 15 and 9 months. You can get a full time job and leave school from the age of 16. At the same time we are told we can’t strike, protest and fight for a future. This is hypocrisy at its worst.”

Here are some ideas of what you can do;
· Write a petition demanding the right to campaign, on the petition write a few demands of what you would like to be able to do in school – i.e.; have a space to put up posters, to produce a newsletter, to give out leaflets at the beginning and end of the school day etc. This should mainly be aimed at getting other students to sign, but try and get teachers, other workers in your school or college and parents support too.

· Try and get students from other local schools and colleges involved. Maybe write a short leaflet, or go to them with your petition to ask for their support. Also let us know about what is happening and we can help you get in touch with other ISR members in schools and colleges who could help get national support for you.

· Most teachers and other workers in your school and college will be members of a trade union. This is because it is important for workers to be organised together to fight against cuts, job losses, low pay etc and if necessary to take strike action as a way to fight for better working conditions and against cuts. 
Different workers are members of different unions. For example many school teachers are members of the National Union of Teachers (NUT) and many canteen staff will be members of the public sector union, UNISON. Every union will have a representative in your school or college, you should find out who they are and arrange to meet them to ask for their support for you to have the right to be organised and ask what they can do to help. 
· Write a letter to your local TV, papers and radio stations to ask for the issue to be raised in the local area.

· If you are still not allowed to campaign inside your school or college, the school can’t stop you from leafleting and petitioning outside of the school gates. As long as you do this on public property (eg; the pavement), don’t do it when you should be in school and make sure that you are not obstructing the path you are leafleting on you have a legal right to be there. This means that you can at least talk to people from your school or college about campaigning.  

· Please don’t hesitate in getting in touch with is for more help / ideas etc. 
