International Socialist Resistance – anti-war statement for ISR national conference 2002.
1
No to war on Iraq! 
Over recent months, George Bush has been constantly pounding the drums for imperialist war on the working class and poor of Iraq. Bush now believes he has a mandate to go ahead with the war on Iraq after his ‘success’ in the mid-term elections.
2
A war on Iraq would mean further death and destruction for the long suffering Iraqi masses. In the 1991 Gulf War, over ½ million Iraqi civilians lost their lives as a result of US sanctions.

It will not be the big business oil company bosses, Bush or Blair or any one of the world leaders who will lose their homes, family and friends, jobs and lives. It will be the working class internationally that suffers.
3
Bush and his allies in the US administration have been attempting to portray the imperialist aggression as a necessary step in the ‘war against terror’, after the September 11 bombing and the more recent attack in Bali. International Socialist Resistance unequivocally condemns the S11 attacks and the bombing in Bali, which indiscriminately killed hundreds of innocent holiday makers who bore no responsibility for the policies of US imperialism. Such terrorist attacks only strengthen the warmongers in Britain and the US. Look at how the horrific killing of ordinary Americans on Sept 11 has been hijacked by Bush to justify his ‘war on terror.’

What are the real reasons for an attack on Iraq?

4 Bush is justifying the proposed war on Iraq by claiming that Saddam Hussein has links with terrorists such as Al-Qaeda, and that the Iraqi people are suffering from Saddam Hussein’s dictatorship. This is extraordinary hypocrisy from Bush and the US administration.  The US government turned a blind eye when Saddam was gassing thousands of Kurds, and of course funded Iraq in the Iran-Iraq war. We oppose Saddam’s dictatorship but believe it is the task of the Iraqi people to remove his regime. Bush wants war not for democracy but for the oil resources in the region.
5 Iraq has the second largest reserves of oil in the world. Bush and his big-business friends want to replace Saddam Hussein with someone who would co-operate with US imperialism and the big oil companies to ensure a continual supply of oil. There are other factors behind Bush’s motive for war. Bush and his right-wing pro-war wing of the US ruling class want to boost the prestige and influence of US imperialism in the world and profits of big business.
Can the United Nations (UN) make a difference?

6 Some sections of the anti-war movement put forward the position that they are against war, unless the UN gives Bush the green light. The UN is not an impartial, neutral organisation. It is dominated by the US and other world governments, which act as a cover for enforcing their power across the world. Ten years ago the UN gave the go ahead for the Gulf War, while UN sanctions imposed on Iraq have led to the deaths of over ½  million people over the past 10 years. Neither does the UN enforce all its policies internationally. UN resolutions have been passed against the Israeli government’s actions against Palestinians, yet the UN has taken no action to back these resolutions.
7 Millions of workers across the country are paid poverty wages. If the money is there to spend billions of pounds on war, why can’t money be found to pay workers a decent wage, to receive free education and to eradicate poverty?

ISR believes:
We are against weapons of mass destruction, of which the US government owns plenty. But military action against any country will not put a stop to these

weapons being developed, nor will it stop terrorism. It will intensify the anger in the Middle East. It must be ordinary workers and young people in Iraq,

with support of workers who get rid of Saddam Hussein, not the US military.
We demand for the billions of pounds that Blair and Bush are prepared to spend on war, to go towards jobs, homes and services – not war.

This conference agrees that ISR will:
1)
Continue to work within the Stop the War Coalition, and put forward a socialist answer to war and terror within it.  We will continue to be an affiliated organisation of the STWC.  We will build for and participate in the December 7th STWC conference and send 4 delegates as an affiliated organisation and nominate one ISR member for the Stop the War Coalition steering committee. We will also build for and participate in the next national anti-war demonstration on 15th February.

2)
Fight against any US/UN war on Iraq, and to help build a mass anti-war movement in Britain and around the world. We also renew our commitment to building a mass anti-capitalist socialist movement which will lead the fight to replace crisis ridden capitalism with a socialist society – a society free from war and terror.

3)
ISR will immediately build for walk-outs and protests in schools, colleges and workplaces across the country to take place if the war on Iraq starts.
ISR demands:
-
No to war on Iraq, whether in the name of the US or UN or any other guise.
-
For an active, mass anti-war movement.

-
For a socialist world without war and terror

